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October’s end shuffles final corn
harvests in tractor-pulled hoppers and
grain trucks to elevators leaving fields
bare once again. November’s nakedness
gives notice again of the shape of the
land, lengthening views of the horizon.
Leaves in Northwest Illinois still cling,
many still bright green, weeks beyond
what a regular autumn allows. But the
brilliance of Morrison, IL is peaking in
her majestic maple crown, with golds and
oranges and reds bursting like precious
gems shining in the sun. Rockwood State
Park’s air is golden under the canopy
among the trails, bidding hikers to enjoy
this fleeting beauty. In a blink of an eye,
November will bring full bareness to the
land, despite this year’s delayed season.
Soon, only the green of honeysuckle
leaves will dangle into Thanksgiving
week. Summer is slowing losing out to
winter. Soon the long slumber will cover
us all. Early sunsets, late sunrises, frozen
ground, silent air, bitter winds...they all
await. It is time to layer clothes thicker
upon our bodies, and blankets upon our
beds. Our cats and dogs will snuggle
more. Reasons to be busy will be relin-
quished to retreats of coziness. It is time
to give in. It is time to let go. It is time for
winter’s approach to settle.

It is difficult in many ways to say
goodbye to nature’s season of life, from
the first budding crocus and snowdrop of
spring to the final crimson leaf that falls
among the last bloom of the aster and
mum. It is hard to enter a world of short
days and long cold dark nights. Seasonal
depression sets in for many people come
this time of the year, and all for good rea-
sons. There is so much to let go of. It
seems we must say goodbye to our true
life and enter into gloom. We foresee the
long winter ahead and realize that we will
not see life blossom again for five
months. It’s an agonizing feeling. Howev-
er, the reality each and every year is that
once into the winter landscape, we recog-
nize again the wonders of wintertime.

Tho November’s weather can be bru-
tal, it can also be amazing, with Indian
Summer, brilliant pastel blue skies, and a
clearness to the daylight that is unlike any
other time of the year. This year we have
a warm early November predicted, with
temperatures found in a normal October.
No matter what the weather, the time
from Halloween to Thanksgiving shoots
by, and before we know it, we are reunit-
ed with friends and family, giving thanks

for this life, what we have had, what we
have, and what will be. And then it is sud-
denly Advent. We decorate our homes
and brighten the outdoors with beautiful
lights. We are carried through December
in the celebration of Christmas and the
new year. January comes, dulling the
world as decorations and lights are re-
moved, yet the days grow longer at both
ends and soon enough the groundhog
gives his prediction, February is always
brief, and March brings back the hints of
life’s return. Suddenly, it is April again
and we actually begin to lament the pass-
ing of winter. For over those past five
months we will have experienced all that
we love of winter, have embraced it once
again, and give thanks for that unique
time of the year where we live among the
barren land, gaze upon the contours of her
landscape, are mesmerized by the intricate
detail of every tree limb and branch. We
mourn the loss of the piles of blankets,
our cozy spots and the comfort of layered
clothing. With mixed emotions we go to
our sheds and garages, preparing our tools
to tame our yards and gardens. Winter
soon is gone and summer begins to take
hold again. The cycle continues.

October ends with All Hallows’ Eve
and November begins with All Saints
Day. We are entering a time when the
majority of cultures throughout the world
believe there is a thin veil between the
land of the living and the dead. It is a time
in which we can come close to communi-
cating with those who have walked on to
the long journey. It is a time to remember
loved ones, and a time to believe they can
know our gratitude. In our western
Protestant culture, we have not had that
ingrained in us. Instead, we celebrate Hal-
loween with children dressing up in cos-
tumes and candy being passed to trick-or-
treaters. This is not to say that a Midwest
Presbyterian can’t celebrate this time of
the year by paying homage to the de-
ceased, and giving thanks for our life we
had with them. This is a wonderful oppor-
tunity to live within our seasonal depres-
sion and allow our grief to become ex-
posed, and support one another as we all
still are processing the loss of loved ones
in our lives.

Losing a loved one ends a part of our
own life. Every person in our life makes
up part of our life. Our interaction, our
love, our mind, our energy, our time...
they are all tied together with each person
in our life. The greater the bond we have

with an individual, the more we are liter-
ally connected to them in our life. When
their life ends, we can no longer keep the
relationship we once had. It is gone. They
are no longer with us. We see and feel the
emptiness. We grieve the loss associated
with their passing. We can no longer call
them on the phone or send texts or emails.
We cannot enjoy a day, a weekend, a trip
or the entirety of our life any longer. We
cannot talk to them in person. We cannot
hug them, hold them, kiss them. We can-
not physically see them any longer, nor
actually hear their voice. We are left to
photographs, videos and voice recordings.
They are gone. They are not coming back.
We are left here, alone. As we have faith
that they are starting a new life in eternal
glory, we ourselves must start a new life.
It is difficult. It hurts. It is a cornucopia of
emotions. We yearn for them. We cry for
them. We miss them more than we could
have ever imagined. It is not unlike how
we experience the changing of the seasons
right now. It is easy to focus on the
gloom. It is easy to get depressed. It is
easy to feel alone. It is easy to feel that
you are the only one going through this. It
1s easy to isolate oneself. It is easy to
reach to despair. It is easy to give up. But
what do the seasons teach us here in the
Midwest? It is only appearance. It only
seems like this is the end. It only feels this
way for a while. Soon we can begin to
remember that life is good, that the world
is always beautiful and that we are always
surrounded by life. When we set our
minds right, we remember we are not
alone. We have communities of people
who love us. These communities are filled
with individuals who all are somewhere in
the process of grieving for multiple peo-
ple. There is love in these people. There is
love in us. In love there is light. In love
there is hope. With hope there is faith.
And in faith, there is a way through.
When we tie our spirituality into it, we
also realize that God is with us in all of
this. We can remember that God created
this world. God created the seasons. God
created the ebb and flow of life. God
gives us birth, death, and rebirth. God
loves us from the beginning, through the
end, and into the new life in heaven. God
may easily seem distant, or not there at
all. Yet we can remember that God is
love. And when someone gives their love
to us, God is present in that love. And
when we love another, God is present

both in our self Continued on page 3



Church News

Worship Opportunities

Join us for worship in-person at
10:15AM every Sunday morning.
Virtual worship will continue to be
provided indefinitely. We
livestream each service from our
Facebook group page:
facebook.com/firstpresmorrison.
The services are also posted on
Monday mornings to our YouTube
channel:
youtube.com/@firstpresmorrison

Bible Study

Bible Study will be held at 9:30AM
at La Bella (formerly Highlight
Health/Pleasant View) on Tuesdays
throughout the month.

La Bella (Formerly Highlight
Health/Pleasant View) Ice

Cream Socials

On November 4th, and the first
Tuesday of every month, we will

have an ice cream social at 4:15PM.

We switch up the dessert every
month. Come enjoy this time of fel-
lowship with the residents and staff
at La Bella of Morrison.

Bingo at Homestead
Homestead invites one and all to
join residents and friends to play
BINGO on the 2nd Wednesday of
the month from 2—3:30PM. There
will be refreshments and prizes!

CHURCH EVENTS

Remembrance Sunday
& Cherished Recipe Potluck

Remember those who have walked
onto the long journey as we cele-
brate our short and delicate lives on
Sunday, November 2nd. We will
have our 3rd annual Cherished Rec-
ipe Potluck, where we invite you to
bring your replica of a cherished
recipe of a favorite dish a loved one
once made for you. It can be a main
course, side, salad, appetizer or des-
sert.

Sunday School and Youth

Group Continues

Sunday School will be held during
coffee hour on November 2nd. The
children and youth will be inter-
viewing members about some of
their memories. This will be made
into a video podcast which will be
shared during a later coffee hour.
Sunday School will be held after
church on November 16th and also
on November 30th at 9:15 for the
church decorating. A youth group
event will be held on November
16th from 5-7PM.

MMC Remembrance

Service at Homestead

Pastor Mike is leading the Morrison
Ministers’ Council in their 2nd
Annual Remembrance Service at
Homestead on November 2nd at

Prayer Requests

Those who have served the church in the past month; student Youdelka
Philippe, her family and the Mission Starfish Haiti School; Yucatan Penin-
sula Mission; Victory Center; Sauk Valley Food Bank; Morrison Food Pan-
try; Stronghold Camp & Retreat Center and Blackhawk Presbytery; God’s
Will Giving Center; and those in need of healing and support: Nursing &
retirement home residents and staff, medical workers, essential employ-
ees, school teachers & staff; Larry & Bev Bealer, Dan Brandon, Glenda
Hegwood, Dale Johnson, Lynn Knox, Marian Osborn, Jody Tucker, Ray
Tucker

4PM. Join the Homestead commu-
nity as they remember residents,
including former FPC member Rob-
ert Atherton, who have completed
this portion of life since November
2024.

Nursing Home Worship

Services

Pastor Mike will be filling the pul-
pit on Sunday, November 2nd, at
Resthave at 3PM with Scott Van-
dermyde leading music. Mike is
filling in for Bethesda Lutheran
Church. Mike will also lead wor-
ship at La Bella for Bethesda on
Thursday, November 6 at I0AM.
Mike will further fill in for Brethren
in Christ at La Bella on Thursday,
December 11 at I0AM. Feel free to
worship with the nursing home
communities.

Stronghold Youth Retreat

A crew of 6 of our youth and 3
adult leaders will head to the castle
at Stronghold for the annual Youth
Retreat from November 7-9. We
have nearly 100 youth and leaders
attending this year from various
churches of Blackhawk Presbytery
as well as a few surrounding pres-
byteries. This will be a wonderful
weekend for youth to step away
from their busy young lives and
find a time in Christian community
and allow themselves to focus on
their spirituality in a safe and loving
environment. The youth and adults
will return to our church for wor-
ship on Sunday morning, November
Oth.

Free Community Meals

Our next meal will be on Thursday,
November 13. The meal is chicken
and veggie soup. It begins at
4:30PM. In-person and drive-up
meals are available. Help is needed
for food prep on Wednesday the
12th at 1:30PM and Thursday at
3:30PM.


https://www.facebook.com/firstpresmorrison
https:///www.youtube.com/@firstpresmorrison

Resthave Presbyterian

Social Hour

Join us every 3rd Monday of the
month at 2PM for “Presbyterian
Social Hour” at Resthave. There
will be plenty of coffee and conver-
sation! Join us on November 17th!

Session Meeting

The Session will meet on Monday,
November 17th at 6:30PM.

Newsletter Deadline 11/20
Please get information to be includ-
ed in the December Life Together

newsletter to the office e-mail by
November 20th.

Transfiguration of the Lord

& Communion Service

The Christian Calendar ends the
Sunday before Advent begins. We
celebrate it by remembering the
Transfiguration of Jesus on the
mountaintop, upon which began his
final journey toward Jerusalem.
This year it is celebrated on Novem-
ber 23rd. We will serve Holy Com-
munion on this day as well. Further,
we will also celebrate Thanksgiv-
ing! Pastor John Reynolds will pre-
side at this service.

Office Closed

The office will be closed Thursday,
November 27 in observance of
Thanksgiving. It will reopen on Mon-
day, December 1st.

Stewardship Pledge

A Stewardship letter will be sent in
the mail in November. Please fill it
out with your pledged amount and
any updated contact information.
Please return the pledge form no
later than Sunday, December 7th.

Advent, Church Decorating,

and Hanging of the Greens
Advent season begins on Sunday,

November 30th. For the 3rd year in
a row, we are going to decorate the

church that morning starting at
9:15AM. Everyone is invited to at-
tend and help make the church
beautiful for the Christmas Season.
We will have our annual “Hanging
of the Greens” worship service
around 10:15AM (whenever we fin-
ish decorating the sanctuary).

Congregational Meeting &
Cookie Frost-Off

Please join us for a short Congrega-
tional Meeting on Sunday, Decem-
ber 14. Action will be taken on the
2026 Budget and to elect Elders.
Children and youth will head to the
dining room during the meeting to
begin frosting cookies. The rest of
the congregation can join them after
the meeting.

CHURCH
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Per Capita

The per capita in 2025 is $44 per
church member. Of that total, $29.35
is kept by the Presbytery (which in-
cludes various missions); $3.81 is
forwarded to the Synod of Lincoln
Trails; and $10.84 goes to the Gen-
eral Assembly of the PC(USA) for its
administrative budgets.

2025 Communion Dates
In 2025, the planned Communion

dates are: November 23 and Decem-
ber 21.

LOOKING AHEAD—
SAVE THE DATE

December 14: Congregational
Meeting following worship to ap-
prove incoming 2026 Session
Elders and the 2026 budget

Cookie Frost off during coffee hour

December 24: Christmas Eve Wor-
ship Service @ 4PM

FooD
RESOURCES

Golden Meals:

Call 815 626-4442 (Mon—
Thurs, 7:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.) Hot
meals delivered Mon—Thurs.
(With frozen/sack meals for
weekends.)

Morrison

Food Pantry:

Open Thursday mornings, 8-10
a.m., for curbside pick-up of
food and dry goods. Now locat-
ed at the old bowling alley at
629 E. Lincolnway.
morrisonfoodpantry.org

Ebenezer Church
Free fresh produce given away
on Thursdays 9:45a.m.

God’s Will Giving Center
Limited free food, essential
items, as well as household
items. Open Tuesdays, Thurs-
days & Saturdays from 9:30 a.m.
—2:00 p.m.

Sauk Valley

Food Bank:

Offers drive-up “pantry day
giveaways” on Saturdays from
10 a.m. to noon, where food is
provided to residents of the Sauk
Valley area. 1801 Plant Drive
Sterling, IL
saukvalleyfoodbank.org

211

Have other needs? Call 211.

This directory of regional help
covers a myriad of needs. Part of
United Way.



http://www.morrisonfoodpantry.org/
https://saukvalleyfoodbank.org/
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
Food Pantry Needs

The Food Pantry personal items need-
ed. Drop them off in the narthex. Any
size is appreciated.

Toilet Paper Paper Towels
Kleenex Shampoo
Bleach Bar Soap
Laundry Soap Dish Soap
Men’s & Women’s Deodorant

Social Hour at The Loft

The Board of The Loft hosts a Third
Thursday social hour each month, on
— you guessed it — the Third Thurs-
day of each month from 8-10AM.
The Loft is a non-profit business on
Main Street. Please stop in and check
it out.

Friends of the Library

The Friends of the Library will be
holding their Annual Book & Bake
sale on Saturday, November 1st, from
9am-1pm at Odell Library. All pro-
ceeds will benefit the library and fu-
ture outdoor seating. Please stop in
and check out their sale. You might
find something you’ve been dying to
read!

...Continued from page

and the other.

We often want God to be a certain way
in our life, and when God doesn’t appear
to be that exact way, then we can quickly
give up on God. We can blame God. We
can be mad at God. We can deny God.
We certainly can question God. Among
the questions we ask, we can never have
an answer to “Why did God let this hap-
pen?” Some can say it was God’s will.
But that, for myself anyhow, usually just
makes me upset with God. I tend to an-
swer saying that God created us with free
will, and in such, we must live in a realm
of chaos, where anything can happen to
our body and mind. We don’t know why
it seems God answers prayers and gives
miracles to some, and meanwhile horrific
things happen to others as though God
didn’t step in to save them. It just works
out that way. We can’t hang on to that.
But when we say, “Where was God?” we
can say, God was and is where there is
love. God has given us people in our life
to love and to be loved by. This is God’s
presence. God is also found in the beauty
of nature, as it is a reminder of God’s love
for us all, so much so that God created an
amazing world around us to enjoy and of
which to be a part. God did not make our
world dull and binary. God made it bright,
extraordinary, mysterious, and awe inspir-

Autumn Extravaganza
Resthave is hosting an Autumn Ex-
travaganza Craft & Vendor Show on
Thursday, November 6th, from 10am
-2pm.

Their Extravaganza features over
25 booths filled with handcrafted
items, unique gifts, home décor, sea-
sonal goodies & so much more! You
will be able to enjoy lunch on site as
well.

Get your holiday shopping started
early; stop in to Resthave, 408 Maple
Ave, to find that one of a kind treas-
ure!

Morrison SS Craft Fair

The Morrison SS Craft Fair will be
held on Saturday, November 8 at
Morrison Jr High, 300 Academic Dr,
from 9am—2pm. Stop in to shop lo-
cal, support small businesses and get
your holiday shopping started close to
home! For more info, you can follow
them on Facebook by searching
“Morrison SS Craft Fair”.

RR Hospice Festival
The Rock River Hospice & Home is
hosting their annual Festival of Trees

ing. I believe the beauty we find in nature
and the beauty we find in loving relation-
ships is just a glimpse of God’s true be-
ing. It’s just a slight reflection of who
God is. So where there is love and where
there is beauty, God is most certainly
there. When we are taken aback by the
natures inspirations, we can understand
God’s being. We can see that our life is
not dark and void of love no matter how
bad we feel. Just like winter will always
reveal its beauty and we can find new life
within wintertime in which we fully em-
brace and enjoy life, we too can find this
in our grief for those who have walked on.
In our life together, we get to experi-
ence the full essence of this life with one
another. In our love for one another, we
can fully experience God in this world. As
we share this life on this magnificent
planet, we can experience God’s majesty
together. Because we live, we will die.
Before we die, we will lose others to
death. Yet we can have assurance that
because Christ lived, and because Christ
died and rose back to life, that the bond-
age of spiritual darkness has been broken.
We may feel the darkness in many days of
our life, but it cannot have control of our
soul. It cannot break our bond from God.
And again, as God is love, and as we are
bound to God in love, and as we love one

from November 9—15, 2025. The
event will be open daily from 11am-
7pm at the McCormick Event Center,
205 E. Third St, Rock Falls.

You can shop their country store,
try your luck with the silent auction
& raffles, enjoy entertainment, and so
much more! Follow them on Face-
book for event updates and entertain-
ment schedule by searching “Festival
of Trees” under Events.

3rd Annual Turkey Trot

The Morrison IL Parks & Recreation
is once again hosting their annual
Turkey Trot SK Fun Run/Walk on
Saturday, November 29. Registration
begins at 8am at the Morrison High
School main entrance, with the race
at 9am. Registration cost is $20 and
includes a long sleeve t-shirt.

All money will benefit the Morri-
son Food Pantry. They are also hold-
ing a paper products and non-
perishable items food drive the day of
the run.

Contact Nathan Jacobs with any
questions njacobs@morrisonil.org or
815-535-1105.

another, God will bind us together. In
such, when we lose someone to death in
this world, our bond to them is not lost,
for they are not truly dead. They live with
God. And the bond of love, the bond that
we had together on Earth through God,
continues to exist as God continues to
exist, and as they continue to exist.
Therefore, as we continue to love them,
we continue to stay connected to them.
We will reunite with them one day when
our time on earth also comes to pass. All
the while, whether together on earth, sepa-
rated between heaven and earth, or togeth-
er in heaven, love will bind us together.
And in the times of separation, love will
get us through. We just need to accept the
love of others, and likewise be there for
others in their grief with our love. In this
love, we are all together in and with God,
and we shall experience the beauty of life
amidst all the seasons. Changes only lead
to transitions. And transitions lead to
transformations. Let love be at the center
of it all, and together, we will remember
the greatness of what was, experience the
moment of now together, and have faith in
a future together, no matter if it is on earth
or in heaven.

Grace and Peace,

Mike



Session Elders/

Leadership and Staff

Board of Trustees/ Nominating Committee Finance Team
Personnel Committee/ Lynn Knox Lynn Knox
Safety Team/ Lexie Laughlin Tim Reynolds
Stewardship Team Angela Reamer Scott Vandermyde
Lexie Laughlin *25% Tim R@ynolds
Scott Vandermyde *25* Deb Zigler Staff ,
Rick Barr 26 Rev._ Dr. Mike Selburg, Pastor
Carol Wolf 26 Resthave Home Stacie Baker, Office Manager
Ron Shank ¢27%* Board of Directors Scott Vandermyde, Organist

Tim Reynolds ‘27

Deb Zigler

Courtney Bruckner, Custodian

. FPC Representative
Stacie Baker, Clerk

*FElders in their 2nd consecutive term Resthave Home

Women’s Auxiliary Board
Deb Zigler !
.

Sunday, November 2nd November Scripture

Corporation Officers
Ron Shank, President
Scott Vandermyde,
Vice-President & Treasurer
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. ! 2 Nov. 2: lIsa. 1:10-18
SAVING TIME
Birthdays Ps. 32:1-7
11/13: Katie Selburg E Lhefsg'-HEf' -1
11/20: Junee Cortes N 9: )ube19-é3_ 27
11/21: Kevin Kuehl T e e

11/21: Elijah Palmer
11/21: Mike Selburg
11/23: Kristina Cortes
11/25: Hailey Zigler

2 Thess. 2:1-5, 13-17
Luke 20:27-38
REMEMBER TO TURN THE NOV. 16 Mal 4:1‘23
Ps. 98
2 Thess. 3:6-13
Luke 21:5-19
Upcoming Free Drive-Up Community Meals Nov. 23: Jer. 23:1-6

First Presbyterian Church, Morrison Ilslsj k261 :68-79

Nov. 13: Chicken Veggie Soup
Dec. 11: Christmas Ham Dinner
Jan. 2026: Beef Veggie Soup
Feb. 2026: Chili & Cornbread

First Presbyterian Church of Morrison IL
100 E. Lincolnway, Morrison IL 61270

Phone: 815-772-3510 H e
firstpresmorrison@gmail.com . ,Y“"T"be
www.firstpresmorrison.org Lo
https://www.facebook.com/firstpresmorrison
YouTube Channel: First Presbyterian Church of Morrison, Illinois

Contact Pastor Mike at revselburg@gmail.com
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Col. 1:11-20

Luke 23:33-43
Nov. 30: Isa. 2:1-5

Ps. 122

Rom. 13:11-14

Matt. 24:36-44

Love
one another.

Feed
each other.




